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An extract from BENSON, on the future miserics 
of the wicked. 


\ HAT hath hitherto been said, refers only 

to the misery arisivs from the abused and 
corrupted faculties of their souls ; but T must not 
jorget to mention, on this occasivn, the svierings 
peculiar to their bodies. wherewith the wicked will 
be punished at the morning of the résurrection,— 
And here, to say nothing of tha: ery iake, te ihe 
bottom of which they will be chained by despised 
merey converted into inexorable wrath, and which 
surrounds their whole body with its scorching 
flames, and insinuates itself like water into their 
bewels, and like oil into their bones ; all their 
senses, which were formerly excitements to lusts 
and inlets te sin, together with all their members, 
employed on earth as instruments of iniquity, are 
now, by the appointment of infinite justice, become 
inlets to misery, and instruments of punishment. 
Their eyes, accustomed to behold scenes of pleas- 
ure and objects of delight, are now terrified with 
the sight of hideous forms and frightful shapes. 
Their ears, wont to be entertained with wanton 
songs and melediou# music, are now shocked with 
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doleful groans, lamentable shrieks, and horrible 
howlings. Their nostrils, formerly revived with 
fragrant odours and rich perfumes, are now offend. 
ed with the intolerable steneh of sulphur and rot- 
tenness ; while their taste, used to be regaled with 
the most generous wines and richest dainties, is 
now tormented with the nauseousness of brimstone 
and putrefaction. In the mean time, their hands, 
their feet, their heads, their hearts, their whole 
body, in short, with all its members, shares in the 
woe, and contributes to the punishment of these 
miserable wretches. Thus, 

“ All those powers heaven gave them to supply 

Their souls with pleasure, aad bring in their joy; 

Rise up in arms, against them join the foe, 

Sense, reason, memory, increase their woe ; 

And there their voice, ordain’d on hymns to dwell, 

Corrupts to groans, and blows the flames of hell ; 

There they must look with terror on their gain, 

And with existence only measure pain.” 

Such is the destruction wherewith Christ, whe: 


he cometh, will reeompenee thuse whe ky « ne 
God, and obey not the gospel ; I mean, lis is « 
faint picture of it, For as to their misery i{self. 


so far have I been, while attempting to deseri’e it, 
fyom dipping my pencil in too deep colors, that the 
whole creation affords none deep enough to repre- 
sent a thousandth part ofits greatness. For aseye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it enter- 
ed into the heart of man to conceive what God 
hath prepared for these who love him; so the 
same may we aflirm concerning the torments re- 
served for those who hate him. Eye hath not seen, 
nor car heard, neither hath it entered into the 
heart of man to conceive these : our most enlarged 
conceptions fall infinitely short of them. However, 
we see enough of them (one would suppose) to awa- 


ken our fear, and arm our soule with watchful eare 
te avoid them. 
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This is the end I havo had in view, in discoursing 
on this disagreeable subject, I mean hereby, 
through the grace of God, to prevent your ever 
sharing these unknown sufferings, and proving, to 
your eternal sorrow, how infinitely my deseription 
falls short of their reality. And that I may not 
miss my aim, I beg leave to address you a moment 
by way of application and improvement, before I 
conclude. Indeed, there isthe more necessity of 
doing this, not only lest Satan (who is never want- 
ing to seek oecasion against us) should render this 
bitter medicine ineffectual, intermixing it with 
counter-working ingredients of his own, and so 
should defeat the salutary purpose intended in ad- 
ministering it; but likewise, lest he should turn it 
into downright poison. For be assured, ye that 
know not God, and obey not the gospel, if what has 
been advanced is not instrumental in bringing you 
to repentance, it must tend to harden you in sin, 
and fit you as a vessel of wrath, for ¢*.:iainine . 
greater degree of misery. If it is bot a savor of 
life unto life, it must be a savor of «ik : 
death to you. 

Let me then, exhort you, whoever you are, | 
enquire ere yet it be too late, whether you are ex- 
posed to this eternal destruction from the presence 
of the Lord, Doubtless you are (if the oracles of 
divine truth are to be credited) while you know not 
God and obey not the gospel; while this is the state 
of your souls, you are perpetually liable to all the 
unknown and unfathomable horrors of eternal mis- 
ery. Yes, to this great gulph which Christ and his 
apostles have unveiled to your view, and advised 
you to cast a lock towards, before you plunge into 
it, where there is 

“ Darkness on darkness, hell 

On hell, where torments behind torments dwell.” 
This abyss of misery, beneath your very feet as it 
were, 







































76 


¢ Expands its jaws how dreadful to survey! 
And roars outrageous for its destin’d prey.” 

Oh, my friends ! be not so childish as to think 
the bare shutting your eyes against its dismal 
gloom, pierced with shafted lightning, and streak- 

-ed with spiry flames, will make it cease to exist, 
prevent your falling into its depth of horrors, or 
render it in any degree the more tolerable. As 
well might you expeet to extinguish the sun by 
elosing your eyes, or to avoid a cannon ball by look- 
ing another way. You may indeed turn away your 
sicht from this perdition, fix your attention on som 
mse agreeaLlie subject, and se avoid the prese 
pain which such reflections might produce. Bu 
alas! you wil! gain but little by this ; for to shun 
the consideration of this misery now, is the way & 
eontinue i sin, and suffer it eternally hereafier. 

Ani wilt thew then shut thine eyes AfidTeup wil- 
fuliy and obstinately into ruin? Ah! sinner, 
think what thou dcest ! And hast thou then count- 
ed the cost ? Caust thou indeed bear this deveur. 
sve fire which yet will not consume thes ? Canst 
thou dwell with these everlasting burnings. for 
which thou wilt be the everlasting fuel. whore 

“ Thy torment must trans: 

‘he reach of time, despair a distant en: 

With dreadful grewth shoot forward and arise 

“ Where thought cai’t follow and bold fancy dies.” 

oor unhappy, unbappy wreteh ! how infatuated 
must thou be !—If thy mind was not totally blind- 
ed by the God cf this world, and thy very senses 
drenched in seasuality and stupified by the opiates 
cf sin, ifthou hadst any power of discerning or 
feeling left, I would ask thee how thou couldst 
bear to be suddenly stript of all thy earthly 
possessions, totally deserted by all thyfriends, 
arrested by mereiless ereditors, confined in 
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a dark dungeon, loaded with heavy irons; and 
m tais condition, starved with hunger and cold, 
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and destitute of every necessary accommodation and 
attendance, to be visited with terturing pain or 
some loathsome disease ? Sure thou hast love e- 
nough for thy money, thy credit, thy friends, thy 
liberty, thy health, and in fine, thy life, to see that 
all these calamities befalling thee at once, weuld 
be indeed intolerable, to thee (at least) who hast no 
interestin Ged or heaven. But surely thou canst 
not think that all these . calamities put together, 
and ten thousand times more, ean give an adequate 
representation of that doleful place, which infinite 
wisdom \ath contrived, almighty power prepared, 
and inexorable justice d»:tined for the punishment 
of ineorrigible transgresso™ 

Believe me, ajl the evils theu hast ever beheld 
with thine eyes, heord with thime ears, or cenceiv- 
ed with thy heart ; nay, sn fut thou eouldst ever 
conceive, ifthou wert io spend an eiersily im do- 
ing nothing else but devising forms ot woe and 
changes of rusery, if al. collected icgether anc 
pointed to befall thy wretehed self in ene mome 
of time, it would not furnish thee with au edequat 
idea of that future and everlasting ruin, in y hicl 
(if thy speedy repentanee prevent not) thou mus? 
ere long, lift up thy ghastly eyes, begging in vain 
for adrop of water te cool thy tongue, because 
theu wilt be tormented in that flame! In those 

“ Regions of sorrow, doleful shades, where joy, 

‘ Where peace can never come, hope never comes, 

“ That comes to all ; but torment without end 

“ Still urges, and a fiery deluge fed, 

“ With ever-burning sulphur uncensum’d.” 
And then, eternity ! eternity! to spend in such an- 
guish ! To be ages and ages, still succeeding ages, 
weltering in that lake of fire, burning with brim- 
stone, after millions of ages are past and gortic, 
still to have the wretehed consolation of thinking 
that thy misery isno nearer an end, but all, as it 
were, to begin again! The very thought of 
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such woe is enough to fill a soul with horror! It 
is enough to make one’s head giddy with fear, 
to leok down that dark and fiery pit into which 
poor sinners are perpetually plunging, blinded and 
insensible, till the penetrating fire make them feel, 
and the glaring flames of Tophet open their eyes 
to behold themselves undone forever ! Imprisoned 
in 

““Woe’s wide empire, where deep troubles toss 

“Loud sorrows howl, envenom’d passions bite 

“ Ravenous calamities their vitals seize, 

“ And threatening fate wide opens to devour.” 

Au! flee sinner! flee from this wrath to 
But stay, and first falling down on thy knee: 
emnly praise God, that it is not yet too late. 
him from thine inmost soul, that he has ©: 
cut thee down, and assigned thee thy portion 
this place of tsrment! Bless the riches oc! 1% 
goodness 4nd forbearance, which have so loug pe 
mitted thee to live, and waited tolead thee ‘« + 
tepentance ! But oh! dare not, atthe peril 0! (1, 
soul, tempt it any longer !—Do not persist ‘o | 
voke that fierce and almighty wrath whieh iiiy s\:. 
have already kindled against thee, and which (but 
for the merit of Christ) would long ere now, have 
made thee a monument of eternal vengeance ! Do 
not persist to provoke an angry God, lest Christ 
should cease to interpose, and his fiery indignation 
should, in an instant, blast all thy hopes and de- 
vour thee as his adversary! Oh! beware! after 
thy hardness and impenitent heart, of treasuring 
up to thyself wrath against the day of wrath, and 
revelation of the righteous judgment of God ! Con- 
sider how many years the Lord has already inter- 
eeded for thy barren soul. But alas! bitherto he 
has prevailed in vain for thy reprieve, for to this 
day tiou hast borne no good fruit. Still thou art 
only acumberer of the ground ! Who knows but 
he has already put up the last prayer fog thee, and 
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eommissioned me by these terrors of the Almighty 
to dig for the last time about thy roots :—If thou 
bearest fruit it is well ; but if net,ifeven this earth- 
quake ef God’s judgments do not shake thee ; if 
after this Ch.ist eomes seeking fruit on thee and 
finding none, what remains but that he say of thee, 
Let no fruit grow on thee from henceforth and for- 
ever. ov cut it down, why cumbereth it the ground. 
iherefore, delay no longer,but while thy glass of 
ot yet run out ; while the sun of divine 
xt yet gone down upen thee; while the 
ring of God the Father still waits to be 
; while the compassionate friend of sin- 
« IL intereedes for thee; while the ever- 
‘ese d spirit is not provoked to bid thee an eter- 
lic, but still continues to strive with thee; 
4, while there is any hepe concerning thee a- 
ion Cae blessed inhabitants of. heaven, that thou 
nayes:, after all, be saved ; or any fear eoncern- 
ng thee among the fiends of hell, lest thou shouldst 
ape that place of torment ; before the deor of 
esivatioa is forever shut against thee, befere the 
jy .wnin ¢ Tephet has closed its mouth upon thee, 
tee to (ae ark of salvation. Flee at the peri! of 
yy s0.', fee. But whence and whither shalt thou 
eo: Jee from thy sins, thy lJukewarmness, 
wy ur clief ; flee te Calvary, tothe Cross, to Jesus; 
flee ic .he fountain opened in his side, to the blood 
and water which issued thence, and arise, wash a- 
way thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord. 
Apply by faith his blood, his merit to thy guilty 
conscience ; receive by faith the sanctifying graces 
of his spirit. Embrace and ever hold fast, the 
hope of everlasting life. Let thy conversation be 
as becometh the gospel of Christ. ‘Thus believe, 
and show thy faith by thy works, and as sure as he 
is the resurrection and the life, so sure, though 
thou wast dead, yet shalt thon live, and living and 
belioving in him shalt not die eternally. 
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Distressing instance of Cruelty. 


UGOLINO, a Florentine nobleman, together with his 
four children, was imprisoned, amidst. circuinstances 
of the most savage cruelty, by the archbishop of Rug- 
siari, one of those infernal monsters of persecution, 
who have been instruments of so much misery to man 
kind. The acceunt is given in his own history. 


‘¢'THE hour approached when we expected to 
have something brought us to eat. But instead 
of secing any food appear, I heard the doers 
of thathorrible dungeon more closely barred. I 
behcld my children in silence, and eould not» weep. 
My heart was petrified ! The tittle wretches 
wept, and my dear Anselm said, Father. you look on 
us! whatails you? Eeould neither weep nor an- 
swer, and continued swallowed up in silent agony 
all that day and the following night, even to the 
dawn of day. As soon as “the glimmering ray 
darted thr ough the doleful prison, that I could view 
again those four faces, in which my own image was 
impressed, I gnawed both my hands with grief and 
rage. My children, believing I did this through ea- 
gerness toeat, said to me, My father! our tor- 
ments would be less, if you would allay the rage 
of your hungerupon us. We were all mute that 
day and the day following. The fourth day being 
come, Gaddo falling at my feet, cried, My father, 
why do you not help me? and died. ‘The other 
three expired one after the other between the fifth 
and sixth day, famished with hunger! And I, be- 
ing seized with blindness, began to grope upen 
them with my hands and feet ; “and continued eal- 
ling them by their names, three days after they 


were dead. ‘Then hunger vanquished my grief.” 

There is a most striking picture of this scene 
in theduke of Dorset’s collection of pictures at 
Nore, near Sevenoaks. 
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An extract from Mr. Vincent’s account of the 


plague in London, 


IT was generally observed, that God’s people 
who died by the plague, among the rest. died with 
such peace and comfort, as christains do not ordina- 
rily arrive to,except when they are called to suf- 
fer martyrdom. Some who had been full of doubts, 
and fears, and complaints, whilst they were well, 
were &"od with assurance, and comfort, and praise, 

on ‘ney lay on their death beds. And not only 

cvewa christians had these comferts, but al- 

> soure younger ehristians of no long standing. 
j-ean speak something of my own knowledge, 
sncerning some of my friends : I shall instance only 
in the house where I lived. We were eight in fam- 
ily, three men, three youths, an old woman and 
oo! allof whom came to me, hearing of my 
2: town, some to accompany me, others to 
ome, It was the latter end of September be- 
fore any ofus were touched ; the young ones were 
vet idie, bat improved their time i praying and 
ring, aud were ready to receive instruction, and 
were strangely borne up against the fears of death, 
every Cay familiar to their view. But at last the 
plague came in dread fully upoa us; the eup was 
put into our band to drink, after a neighbering fam- 
ily had tastedit, with whom we had sweet soeiety 

in this time of sorrow. 

And first our maid was smitten ; it began witha 
shivering in her flesh and quickly seized on her 
spirits ; it was aeed day, which I believe I shall 
never forget : I had been abroad to see a friend in 
the city, whose husband was newly dead of the 
plague, and she herself visited with it; I came 


back to. see another, whose wife was dead of the 


plague, and he himself under apprehensions that he 
should die within afew hours: Icame home, and 
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the maid was on her death-bed,and another crying out 
for help, being left alone, . What was an interest in 
Christ then worth ? What a privilege to have a ti- 
tle to the kingdom of heaven ! It was on Monday 
the maid was smitten; on Thursday she died. On 
Friday one of the youths had a swelling in his groin; 
and on Sunday died with marks of the distemper 
upon him. Onthesame day another youth sick- 
ened, and on Wednesday he died. On Thursday 
night kis master fell sick of the disease, and within 
a day or two was full of spots, but strangely, beyond 
all expectation, recovered. 


Thus the messengers came, one upon the heels 6f § 
another, in such dreadful manner, as if we must all | 


follow each other into the pit. Yet the Lord in 
merey put a stop to it and the rest were preserved. 


But what was very remarkable, those who died | 
were less troubled for themselves, than others & 


were troubled forthem. ‘The first youth that was 
visited, being asked what provision he had made 
for eternity, said, he hoped if he died, he should 
go to heaven, and when he was drawing near his 
exd, boldly enquired whether the tokens yet ap- 
peared, saying he was ready for them. 
er, being under 


marvelled to.see it ; the sting and fear of death 
were taken out : yet once he told his mother, he 
eould desire to live a little longer, if it were the 
will of God. She asked him why he desired it? 
He said, I desire to live till fire and faggot come. 


She said, if he died now, he should have a crown; § 


he answered, but if I died a martyr I should have 
a more glorious crown: yet he was not unwilling 
to receive his crown presently ; and departed with 
great peace and sweetness in his looks, to his Fa- 
ther’s house.—The master, when under the appre- 
hensions of death. sent for me, and desired me to 
pray with him. The spots had now appeared in 
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nis skin, and he told me he was now geing home. 
He requested me to write to his friends, and let 
them know, that it did not repent him, that he 
stayed in the city, though they had been so impor- 
tunate with him to come away: for he found so 
much of God’s presence in his abode here, that he 
had no reason to repent. He told me where he 
would be buried, and desired me to preach his fu- 
neral sermon on Psal. xvi.44. ‘In thy presence 
is fulness of joy, and at thy right hand there are 
pleasures forevermore.” 

ihe plague, at this time, increased exceedingly, 

sud there were fears, that within a short time, 
‘here Would not be enough alive to bury the dead. 
rhose ministers whe had been put out of their 
slaces, and who abode still in the city, when most 
oi the other ministers were fied, now seeing the 
people crowd so fast into eternity, erying as they 
went for spiritual physicians ; and perceiving the 
hnrehes art pulpits tebe open; judged that the 

w, both of Ged and nature, commanded their 

ching m publie piaees, theugh the law of man 

them. Accordingly they embraced the op- 

y, ana every sermon was unto them. as if 

they were preaching their last, Time seemed to 

stand at the head of each pulpit, with his seytbe, 

saying, ** Work while it is called to-day ; at night 
I will mow thee down.” : 

Ministers now had loud calls to seriousness and 
fervour in their ministerial work ; to preach on 
the brink of the pit, into which thousands were 
tumbling ; and to pray under sueh views of eterni- 
ty, as might stir up the people to niere than ordin- 
ary diligence,—Now there was such a concourse 
of people in all the churches where ministers 
were to be found, that often they could not get to 
the pulpit witheut climbing over pews : and such a 
face was now seen in the assemblies as seldom was 
cen before in London ; such eager looks, such op- 


, puushmenis that these christians endured, were so 
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en ears, such greedy attention, as if they would 
swallow every word.—Great were the impressions & 
which the word made upon many hearts. Now the 
net was cast uponihe right side of the ship, and 
many were gathered in. The pool was moved by 
the angel, and many sin-sick souls werd cured; 
many were brought into liberty, soms of whom 
died with great willingness, and others remain sted- 
fast in God’s ways unto this day. 


Oo eR 


Persecution and great distress ef Christians in the 
reign of Maximinian, one of the Roman Empe- 
rors. 


MANY christains being met together, the em- J 
peror sent some mento burn th: mecting-house & 
and all the people in it: but first they commanded 
aerier to proclaim, that whosoever weuld have 
life, should come out and sacrifice to Jupiter, other- | 
wise they should be all burnt. Then one stepping 
up said beldly in the name of aj] therest, We 
are all christians, and believe that Christ is our 
only God and kiug, and we will sacrifice to none but 
him.” Hereupon the fire was kindled, and many 
men, women and children were burned alive—The 


grec‘ ard ho ‘ile, that no tongue is able to de-§ 
scrive them : such as whippings, scourgings, rack- 
ings, bury ble «crapings, fire-ship boats, into which 
many were put and savk into the sea: also hanging 
upon cross, binding some to bodies of trees, with 
their heads hanging Cownwards ; hanging others 
by the middle upon the gallows, till they died of 
hunger: thieving many alive to bears, lecpard3, 
avild bulls ; pricki:e others with bodkins, and talons 
ef easts, citi thoy were almost dead. 
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The christains being assembled at Antioch, one 
Romanus ran to them, declaring that the wolves 
were at hand, who would devour them 3; yet he ex- 
horted them not to fear. A band of armed men 
was sent against them, but they kept their faith ; 
while the soidiers sent word to their captain, that 
they could not foree the christians to deny their 
faith, by reason of Romanus, who did so mighiily 
encourage them. ‘Phe captain commanded that he 
should be brought before him,which was according- 
ly done. & What,” said the captain, * art thouthe 
author of this sedition? Art thou the cause that 
somany iese their lives? By the gods, I swear, 
that thou shalt answer for them all, and shalt suffer 
those torments that thou eneouragest them to under- 
go.’ Romanus answered, “ thy sentence I willingly 
embrace. I refuse not to be saertiiced for my breth- 
ren, and that by as cruel torments as thou canst in- 
vent.”* ‘Che captain being much enraged with this 
stout answer, commanded him to be suspended, and 


his bowels drawn out ; whereupon the executioner 


said, « not so sir, this man is of noble parentage, 
and therefore he may not be put to so ignoble a 
death.” “ Scourge him then,” said the captain, 
‘* with whips having knets of lead at the end.” But 
Romanus sung all the time of this whipping, re- 
quiring net to favor him for nobility’s sake ; * not 
the biood of progenitors,” said he,” but the chris- 
tian profession makes me noble.’ Then he derid- 
ed their idof gods, which se enraged the ty- 
rant, that he commanded his sides te be laneced 
with knives, till the bones were laid bare ; yet 
still did the sufferer preach the living God, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. The tyrant then commanded 
them to strike out his teeth ; also bis faee was 
buffeited ; his eyelids torn, his cheeks gashed with 
knives ; the skin of his beard pulled off. In the 
midst of which he said, ** Lthank thee, O captain, 
that thou hast opened to me so mapy wounds as 
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mouths whereby I may preach my Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ.”—'The captain astonished at. 
his constaney bade them give over tormenting 
him ; yet he threatened to bura him, reviled him, 
and blasphemed God, saying, thy crucified Christ 
is but a yesterday’s God, the gods of the Gentiles 
are of the greatest antiquity.” But Romanus, tak- 
ing occasion from thence, declared the eternity 
of Christ, saying, “‘ give me a christain child of 
seven years old, and thou shalt hear what he will 
say.’ Hereupon a boy was ealled eut of the multi- 
tude, to whom Romanus said, * tellme my babe, 
whether thou thinkest it reason that we worship 
Christ, and is Christ one with the father ; or that 
we worship many gods ?”? The child answered, 
** that eertainly Christ must be one with the true 
God; for that there be many gods, we children 
cannot believe.” ‘The eaptain, amazed at this, 
said, ‘thou young villian and traitor, where and 
of whom learnedst thou this lesson ?” Of my moth- 
er, said he, with whose milk I sucked in this lesson, 
that | must believe in Christ. The mother was 
called, and she gladly appeared. The tyrant ¢com- 
manded the child to be tied up and sccurged. The 
bystanders, beholding this mereiless act, could not 
refrain from tears—After this the cruel tormentors 
pulled off the skin from the crown of the ehild’s 

head ; the mother erying, “ suffer, my child, soon 
thou shalt pass to him who will adorn thy head with 
a crown of glory.” The captain finding the child 
invincible, and himself vanquished, commanded 
him to be east into a stinking prison, whilst the tor- 
ments of. Romanus were renewed and. increased. 
Then was Romanus brought forth againto receive 
new stripes upon his old sores, the flesh being torn, 
and the bare bones appearing ; yet the tyrant rag- 
ed like a madman, quarrelling with the tormentors 

fer dealing so mildly, commanding them to eut, 

prick and punch him. Then he passed sentence 
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upon him, together with the child, to be barned te 
death. —When they came to the place of execution, 
the tormenters required the child of his mother ; 
for she had earried itin her arms from the prison. 
She kissed it, delivered it to them, and as the exe- 

cutioner was striking offits head, she said, fare- 
well my sweet child. The chiid’s head being struck 
off, the mother wrapped it in a garment, laid it to 
her breast, and departed. ‘Then was Romanus east 
into a fire, Which being quenched by a great storm 
of rain which was falling at that time, the tyrant 
commanded his tongue to be eut out, and afterwards 
eaused him to be st angled i in his prison. 


ED ¢ ie 


Palestine, or the Holy Land. 


THIS celebrated ceuntry, so famous in the sa- 
ered scriptures, and in which the Son of God ae-, 
complished the great work of our redemption, con- 
tains according to Bowen and Collyer, about 16,000 
square miles. It was anciently called the Land of 
Promise, and contained eight millions of inhabitants. 
Jerusalem, its chief city, was splendid, and its tem- 
ple ranked among the wonders of the world. Its 
glory is now departed. ‘The ancient inhabitants, 
who were Jews, are now scattered among the na- 
tions, and are, to this day, an astonishing 
proof in favor of scripture prophecy. The city and 
temple were completely destroyed according to our 
Saviour’s predietions, by the Romans ; and not a 
stone of the temple was left upon another. This 
desolated country is now inhabited by Turks, Arabs 
and wretched Christians ; and is under the Turk- 
ish government. The whole number of inhabitants 
may amount, at this time, to about 400,000 ; most 
of whom live ina state of poverty. The govern- 
ment is despotic, the Turks are lazy, the Arabs are 
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robbers, andthe Christians who live among them, 
have but littleto expeet but persecution and op- 
pression. The darkness of Mahometanism has 
spread a dismal gloom upon the land, which in the 
days of our Saviour’s ministry, was visited with di- 
vine radiance. ‘The mountains on which he pro- 
claimed, to lost sinners, the news of salvation, are 
now desolate and forsaken. 

Jerusalem is now called by the Turks Cudsem- 
barie. It was totally destroyed by the Roman ar- 
my, but buildings have since been erected among 
its ruins, and itis said te contain about 12,000 inhab- 
ttants. ‘The houses are one story in height, flat on 
their tops, und are plastered. Some streets appear 
more like ruins than habitations. Within the wall 
arelarge spaces which lie desolate, covered with 
stones and rubbish, ‘he inhabitants are princi- 
pally mechanies, and are but the scum of different 
nations, ‘Thus according to prophecy, Jerusalem 
is trodden down of the Gentiles. 

A splendid church was ereeted by the Empress 
Ticlena, on Mount Calvary, whichis yet standing. 
Itis kept 2 good repair by the contributions of 
ehristain pilgrims, who annually resort thither in 
multitudes, to visit that and other spots which 
have been rendered memorable on aceount of our 
Saviour.—Many other churches, which were erect- 
ed in remembrance of some remarkable gospel 
transactions, are now converted into Mahometan 
mosqnes, into many of which, christians are not 
permitted to enter. 

‘five most remarkable antiquities in the neighbor- 


*“hocd of Jerusalem, are 1. The pools of Bethesda 


and Gihon, the former of which being 360 fect in 
length,, and 120 in breadth ; the other, which is 
80 rods from Bethlehem gate, is 518 feet long, and 
480 broad, lined with a wall, and having water.— 
2. The tom) of the Virgin Mary, in the valley of 
Jehoshephat, into which persons deseend by 47 
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steps.—5. The tom of Jehoshephat, which is eut 
in a solid reek, and divided into several apartments. 
%, Absalom’s Pillar, which is supposed to be the 
one said tu have been erected in his lifetime to per- 
petuate hismemory, ‘he struetureis twenty cu- 
bits Squares and sixty in height.—5. The tomb cal- 
led the tomb of Zechariah, who was slain by the 
Jews between the temple and the altar. ‘This is 
cut out of a natural rock, 18 feet high and as many 
square, having Ionic columns on each front cut out 
of the same reek, and supporting a cornice ; and 
the whole ends ina pointed top, like a diamond.— 
6. ‘The Reyal sepulchres built for the interment of 
kings. ‘They contain a number of rooms, some of 
which are spacious, and all carved out of the solid 
warble rock.—In the neighborhood of Jerusalem, 
is aspotof ground 90 feet in length, and 45 in 
ie dth, whi ch is shewn as the Aceldama, or Field 
if E Blof purebased with the money which Judas 
returned to the Jews after he had received it as 
the price ef his treason.—Besides the above anti- 
quitie s, there are many others of Jess note, both in 
and without the city, whieh are shown to strangers. 

But notwithstanding the present desolate and 
forsaken state of Judea and Jerusalem, the serip- 
tures encourage us to believe, that the time ad- 
vances whenit shall cease to be trodden down 
hy the Gentiles ; whenthe blinded Jews shall Jock 
by faith on him whom they have picreed, repent ef 
their wickedness and be forgiven ; when they shall 
return to their own land and desolate city and wor- 
ship Gedin his holy mount at Jerusalem, Then 
shall Turks and Infidels be subdued and the Re- 
deemer extend through the world his vast and glo- 
rious dominions, 

“ Fly swilter round ye wheels of time, 
« And bring the welcome day.” 
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The secret ef being always contented. 


AN Italian bishop struggled through great diffi- 
eulties without repining, and met with much oppo- 
sition in the discharge of his duty, witheut manifest- 
ing the Jeast impatience. An intimate friend of 
his, who highly admired those virtues which he 
thought it impossible-to imitate, one day asked the 
bishop if he could communicate the secret of being 
alwayseasy. ‘* ¥es,” replied the aged man, “ I 
ean teach you my secret, and with great facility : 
it consists of nothing more than making a right use 
of my eyes.” His friend begged him to explain him- 
self. «* Most willingly,” returned the bishop : ‘In 
whatever state I am, I first of all look up to heaven, 
wud remember that my principal business here, is to 
getthere : Ithen look down upon the earth, and 
call to mind how small a space I shall oecupy in it, 
when I come to be interred. I then look abroad 
into the-worki, and observe what multitudes there 
are, who, in all respects, are more unhappy than 
myself. ‘Thus I learn where true happiness is pla- 
ced, where all our cares must end, and how very 
tittle reason I have to repine or complain.” 


Who are willing to be damned ? 


De. Horxrns, author of the Hopkinsian system, 
has given the world a dialogue, between a Calvin- 
ist anda Semi-Calvinist, in which he labors to 
prove, that in erder to be saved, people must be 
willing to bedamned !* The Dr. founds this aw- 
ful idea upon a false premise, namely, that it is the 

will of God that a part of his creatures should be 





*See Sketches of his life written by himself and pubs 
lished at Hartford, 1805. 
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damned. Hencehe erroneously infers, that as we 
ought to be willing God’s will should be done, we 
must feel willing te be damned upon the supposi- 
tion that we may be the very persons whom he 
had foreordained to damnation: and that such a 
willingness is requisite for every true penitent te 
to feel. When persons lay down false premises, we 
must expect their conclusions to be equally false. 
And when a man has become so intoxieated with the 
doctrine of predestination, as to believe it was God’s 
will originally to damn a part of his own creatures, 
it is not surprising that they should drink in with 
it, the abominable idea, that his creatures ought 
to be willing to be damned. But the premise of 
Dr. Hopkins is utterly false, and altogether incon- 
sistent with the scriptures oftruth. ‘They contain. 
no such doctrine. On the contrary, we read iw 
them, * For I have no pleasure in the death of him 
that dieth, saith the Lord God.”* And again, 
‘© The Lord is noi slack concerning his premise, as 
some men count slackness ; butis long-suffering to 
us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repentance.”’+ From these 
plain passages, the inference is clear and irresistible 
that God is willing all should be saved and come to 
ihe knowledge of the truth. How clearly is this 
evinced by our blessed Redeemer towards the Jews. 
When that obstinate people had treated Christ with 
every possible indignity, and had become ripe for 
ruin, with what grief did he give them up to their 
own blindness and hardness of heart. With what 
emphasis did he say, to Jerusalem, “ How often 
would I have gathered thy children together, even as 
a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and 
ye would not /’? Can any rational creature believe 
he foreordained either their wickedness or their 





* Ezek. xviii. 62. 
T Li. Peter, ii. 
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misery ? Or that he required them to be willing to 
be damned, when be himself was so desirous they BRy degre 


should be saved ? ? Yo admiteither the one or the ers ; 
other, is to charge our Saviour with hypocrisy, Be were 
Dr. Ciark, in commenting on the words and con- BM her s) 
duct of Christ when at the grave of Lazarus, says Bier aft 
—* @an sucha Jesus refuse to comfort the dis. Bgiivfe w 
tressed, or save the lost ¢ Can he restrain his was h 
mercies frem the penitent seul, or refuseto hear a mer 
the yearnings of his own bewels ? Can such a char. press! 
acter be inaftentive to the weifare of his creatures ? bove 1 
Fere is God manifested in the fiesh / living in hu- presse 
man nature, feeling for the distressed, and suffer- Hage her 


ing for the lost ! Reader! ask thy soul, ask thy Mg@arro 
h eart, ask the bowels ef thy compassions if thou when 
hast any, could this Jesus unconditionally reprobate Mmgand s 
from eternity, any soul ef mav? ‘Uhou answerest her d 
NO! God repeats NO! Universal nature re-echoes Mig he sh 
NO! and the tears, and blocd of Jesus etéraatly me ed wit 
say NO !’— But if Christ neither willed nor fore- Bgwere ! 
ordained the damnation of his eveatures, then it fol- ff A few 
lows that he dees not require that his creatures qmmtions y 


should be willing to be damned. that d 
1815, 

<a saying 

Jost in 

fA sketch of the life and christian eypericnee of she ha 


Evunics Morssz. 


SHE was hernin Newbury, Massachusetis, in 
4781. When» about four years of age, she heeame 
almost an ent.ve cripple h oy losing, in a great mes as: 
are, the use cf her lirvabs. In4 1805, s she was awak- 


A rem 








ened to a sense of her lost condition by nature, a THI 
the necessity of experimenial religion, by hearing es 
one of the Sie odist travelling preachers, Afiergmg lad at 

was ha 


some nionths of sericusness and deep, awakening, If) 
pleased the Lord tot vive her relief. She did not at 
first experience so clear an evidence, nor such high 
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degrees of joy as are sometimes manifested in oth- 
ers ; but her peaee was substantial, and her joys 
were afterwards often unspeakable. The day of 
her spiritual birth being the 9th of August, she ev- 
er after kept it as a day of fasting and prayer. Her 
life was a life of constancy and devotion, and she 
was highly esteemed in the church of which she was 
amember. ‘Though subject to many trials and de- 
pressions of spirit, yet she was very frequently a- 
bove them all, and happy in God; and often ex- 
pressed with an uncommon gift, the happiness of 
her mind. She had lived about ten years in this 
narrow way, east up for the ransomed of the Lord, 
when her infirmities beeame superior to her strength 
and she sunk under them. Sometime previous to 
her departure, she manifested some anxiety, lest 
she should lose her evidence in death. and be attend- 
ed with doubts and fears. The anxieties, however, 
were removed ; her faith did not fail, but inereased. 
A few days before her death, she said her tempta- 
tions were all gone, that God was her friend, and 
that death was noterror. On the 29th of June, 
1815, she expired in the arms of her Redeemer, 
saying, Glory! glory! glory! until her voice was 
Jost indeath. She died in Northfield, N. H. where 
she had lived for many years previous to her death. 


EER $ Bes 


ef remarkable instance of Divine Providence in the 
family of Mr. HastinGs. 


THIS man was a reputable merchant in ——, a 
country town in England. He married young, and 
had a numerous family, over whom, as his temper 
was hasty and ungoverned, he exercised the paren- 
tai authority with harshness and severity. His wife, 
who was a pattern of female mildness and gentle- 
hess, made it her study, by every softening and con- 
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eiliatory art, to keep her husband in good humor p 
with herself and children, but often failed in both, i 
Charles, their eldest son, had one of those dispo- b 
sitions, which, though easily managed by genile . 
methods, always revolted against the exertions of a 
passionate and vigorons authority. It was therefore 
impossible that he should avoid frequent and angry v 
disputes with his father, whose sternness an id sever- 5 
ity he retur:ed with unyielding o» obstinacy. ‘These I 
unhappy ¢ontesis acquired such additional foree t 
vith inereasing years, that when the yeuth had W 
reacked the age of fifteen, his father, in a fit of an- Ww 
ger, turned him out of doors, with an injunction to -¢ 
depart and never see his face again. wn 
The lad’s spirit was too high to render a repeti- - 
tion of the command necessary. Unprovided, as he i 
was, he set out immediately on toot for London ; - 
| where arriving, after mueh hardship and fatigue, my 
he found an East-India eaptain with whom his fa- 
| ther had some acquaintanee, and obtained leave to - 
accompany kim in a voyage, which commenced in a - 
few days. rey 
| Exasperated as Mr. Hastings was, he could not 7 
help regretting that bis son had so well obeyed the = 
command, which his passion had dictated ; and the al 
mother, for whom the 3 outh had always testified the ‘ 
greatest affection, waslong inconsolable. From all §& ry 
their inquiries, they were only able to learn that = 
é 
f 


their son had gone to sea ; but to what part, and in 
what situation, they coul: i not discover. hie 
To this cause of distress was soon added that of ; 


a gy 


a decline in their circumstances, owing to repeated ae 
losses in trade. After the ineffectual struggle of a ee 

few years, they were obliged to retire toa small Be . 
| | house ina ne izhoring village. where, almost con- as 
sumed by grief, with health ‘and spirits broken, they ual 
| lived in ‘indigenee and obseurity. One advantage, ne 
| however, accrued to Mr. Hastings from his misfor- for 


tunes. His temper was eri dually softened ; his 
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passion subsided ; and he attempted te alleviate by 
kindness, the sufferings of his partners in affliction, 
behaving with the greatest tenderness to bis wife, 
of whose amiable qualities he became every day 


more sensible. 


Charles, in the mean time, was passing through 
various scenes of fortune. His first setting out was 
The captain, to whom he had great- 
ly recommended himself by his assiduities, died on 
the passage ; and he was set on shore at Madras, 
without money, without a patron, or a friend. 
was almost ready to perish from want, when an op- 
ulent merehant of the factory took compassion on 
him, and carried him to his house. 
eneing his diligence and fidelity for some time, ina 
very low employment, the gentleman advanced him 
io his counting house, and initiated him into the 
commercial business of the settlement. 

During a short probation in this office, the youth 
exhibited such tokens of capacity. that he was 
thought a preper person to be sent a distanee up the 
eountry, toa trading post of some consequence, He 
here managed some difficult andimportant eoncerrns 
with so much address, and acted on some eritical 
emergencies with such propriety and resolution, 
that he acquired the confidence of the whole faeto- 
ry. He was scon promoted to a lnerative and hon- 
orable station, and began to makea fortune with the 
rapidity peculiar to that country. 

The impressien of injury with which he had lef¢ 
his father’s house, and the subsequent hardships he 
underwent, for sometime suppressed his filial affee- 
tion. He thought of home as the scene of severe 
and unmerited chastisement. 2 
as better prospects opened upon him, his feelings be- 
eame changed. He melied at the recollection of the 
uniform kindness of his mother, and the playful en- 
dearments of his brothers and sisters. 
fermed excuses for his father’s severity, and con- 


uofavorable. 


Atter experi- 


By degrees, however, 


He even 
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demned his own obstinacy, as, at least, equally bla. 
meable. He grew so uneasy under these impres. 
sions, that not all the flattering prespects before 
him could induce him to delay any longer an inter. 
view, whi¢h he so ardently desired. He collecteil 
all his property, and took passage for England, 
where he arrived, after an absenee of nine years. 
On landing, he met with a townsman, who informe 
ed him of the melanchely change in his father's 
situation. With a heart agitated by every tender 


emotion, he instantly set off for the place of their 


abode.—It was towards the approach of evening, 
when the unhappy couple,in melancholydespondence, 
sat by their gloomy fire. A letier, which Mr. Has- 
t:ng¢s had that day received from the landlord of his 
little habitation, te whom he was somewhat in ar- 
rears, threw more than usual dejection over the 
family. Holding the letter in his band, “ What 
shall we do?” said he—*‘ he threatens to turn us 
out of doors—unfeeling man! But hew ean I ex- 
pect more mercy from a stranger than Z shewed to 
my own son!” The reflection was too much for 
Mrs. Hastings to bear—she wrung her hands—sob- 
bed and wept bitterly, Not a thought of her pre- 
sent condition dwek on her mind—she felt only for 
her long lost son.—_-The eldest daughter, whose ele- 
gance of formu was ill concealed by the meanness of 
her dress, while the sympathetic tears trickled down 
her cheeks, endeavored to console her. Whe father 
sighed from the bottom of his heart; ané two youths, 
ais eldest remaining sons, hung ever tue mournful 
scene with looks of settled melanch oly.—Sume of 
the younger ehildren. as yet uneonscious of sorrow, 
were seated round the door. T hey ran with the 
news that a ehaise had siopped | efore the house, 
and « fine gentleman was getting oui of it. Heen- 
tered a moment alte r, When, on viewing the group 
before him, he bad saiy sivength ¢ ong hh to st: reeer' 
to a ehair and fainted. The family crowded around 
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him, and the mother, looking eagerly in his face, 
eried, “My son! my son!” and sunk down beside 
him. The father stood awhile with his hands clasp- 
ed in astenishment—then dropped on his knees and 
exelaimed, “ Heaven, I thank thee?” He then 
flew to his son, clasped him in his arms, and reeal- 
led him to life, His recollection noseoner return- 
ed than he asked his father’s forgiveness. «+ For- 
give yous Charles !’ said the father—* it is I who 
need forgiveness.”” ‘The mother, in the mean time, 
jay almost senseless in the arms of her daughter. 
Jt was long before she had strength to endure the 
sight of her son, whom she had so long desired to 
see. The whole family were overjoyed, and the el- 
dest sister, who easily recollected the beloved com- 
panion of her youth, exhibited marks of the liveli- 
est sensibility. 
After the first tender greetings and enquiries were 
ever, Charles briefly related to his parents the va- 
rious events that had befallen him—softening, how- 
ever, the distressful parts, lest he should renew sen- 
gations already too painful. He concluded with ac- 
quainting them, that all he had acquired was theirs 
—that he gave up the whole to their diposal, and 
should only consider himself a sharer with the rest 
of the children. The father would not accept the 
offer in its full extent, but borrowing a considerable 
share ef his son’s property, he associated him with 
himself ina mereantile concern, by which he was 
enabled to regain his former opulence. 


oe 
Missionaries. 


FT appears from the annual Minutes of the eon- 
ferences, that from the year 1773, tothe year 1843, 
a space of forty years, no less than eighteen hun- 
dred missionaries were admitted into the Metho- 
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dist connexion in the United States, and that one 
hundred and ten of them have died in the glorious 
work of their Lord, not counting their lives dear, 
so that they might finish their course withjoy. Some 
of the others “through want of health, or in conse- 
quence of having families, have settled themselves 
in local establishments ; but more than seven hun- 
dred of them still continue in the laborious 
work, and are spread from the northern extremi- 
ties of the Province of Maine to St. Mary’s and the 
Altamahaw river in the southern extremeties of 
Georgia :—from the seaboard in the Atlantic 
States,to Erie, Detroit, Michigan, Wabash, and 
Missouri, in the west ; north.westward te upper and 
Lower Canada ; south-westward to the Mississippi, 
Natchez, Upper and Lower Louisiana, to New-Or- 
leans, and the Tombeckbee settlements. ‘Thenum- 
ber of methodist missionariesin Great Britain and 
freland is about the same as in America, and they 
have also many out on foreign missions. 

The Congregationalists and other denominations 
have of late begun te imitate the Methodists, and 
established, four or five years ago, a large mission- 
ary society in New-England. ‘The Baptist breth- 
ren have for many years had missions established 
in several places and are now making great exer- 
tions for spreading the gospel. In foreign missions 
the Moravians have been very successful, and it 
is but just to add, that a missionary spirit appears 
to be fast increasing. It is but a few years since 
the methodists were loaded with reproaches both 
by ministers and people of other denominations, 
because they travelled to preach the gospel ; 
but now their very persecutors are using great ex- 
ertions to imitate them. Itis hoped the time is 
fast approaehing when the watchmen shall see 

eye to eye, and with one accord lift up their voices 
to proclaim a free salvation. ‘Then will the Lord 
turn to the people a pure language, that they may 
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all call upon his name ; and serve him with one 
consent. Then willthe Star of Bethlehem extend 
his rays to the remotest countries, andthe kingdom 
of Immanuel be set up in every nation. 


4 io 


The Garden of Eden, or Terrestrial Paradise. 


THIS isa place about which much enquiry has 
been made, and to which the attention of the learn- 
ed has been peculiarly direeted. Some have thought 
no such place ever really existed, and that what is 
said of it in seripture, must be taken in an allegor- 
ieal sense. Some have supposed it out of the con- 
fines of this world ; and others, that it existed on- 
ly in the beginning, and is now destroyed. It 
has been sought in Europe, Asia, Africa, Amer- 
ica, and in the islands of the sea. . 

The authors of the Universal History, mention a 
spot in Syria, which is still shown as the place 
where was fixed this delightful abode. It is 
said to be indiseribably beautiful, surrounded with 
hillsand valleys, and surprisingly fruitful. But 
the rivers contiguous to this spot do not fully an- 
swer to those mentioned of paradise in the serip- 
ture. 

Many learned men have supposed the country of 
Eden to be in Armenia, between the sources of the 
Tigris, the Euphrates, the Araxis, and the Phasis ; 
which they suppose to be the rivers described by 
Moses. 

Of late,a new spot hasbeen selected which is 
represented as being more likely to have been the 
country of Eden, than either of the preceding plae- 
es. The Asiatic Society inform us, that the Per- 
sians and Hindoos have a tradition, countenanced 
by their sacred books,that the first man and woman 
lived in a tract of land which extends from a place 
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ealied Bolku and from Candahar to the river Gan. f- 
ges in the East-Indies. Itis said, that in this tract is [7 
found a spot answering in every respect to the plage 
described in Genesis. A winding brook forms a 
small lake, and frem this lake issues four rivers, 
‘The first is called Landi-Sind, but was formerly 
named Phison. « Gold is at this day found in its 
sands, and precious stones in its vicinity. ‘The see- 
ond, now named Hirmend, was once called Gihon; Ff] 
and the country through which it flows is believed 
to be the ancient Cusha. The third, called Bah. © 
lac, was the Hiddekel. And the fourth, named 
Cundaz, was formerly called Frat, or Euphrates. 
‘This place is represented as being exceedingly de- 
lightful, and if any place now exists, in which 
the Lord planted agarden, perhaps this is the 
one. [tis said, the inhabitants of the country 
around, are so certain of it, that they have placed 
tbe image of a Cherub or young man, with the 
countenance, wings and talons of an eagle, at the 
entrance of the passes leading to it, in imitation of 
the one mentioned in scripture. 

But Mr. Worthington, in his Seripture Theery 
of the Earth, and Mr, Wood, in his Dictionary of 
the Bible, represent it as most likely that Eden was 
planted in a peninsula, formed by the main river of 
Eden on the east side of it, below the confluence of 
the four less rivers, whieh emptied themselves into 
at, in about 27 deg. N. lat. now swallowed up by the 
Persian Gulf. ‘Thence it was parted (that is, the 
river Which is said to have run out of Eden) into 
four heads. ‘These four heads or rivers were well 
Known in Moses’s time, all keeping their distinet 
courses, till they met together, lower down than 
they do at present. From various causes, two of 
these rivers, the Vigris and Euphrates, have since 
ehanged their eourse and run into each other, tho’ 
they separate again, and fall by several mouths in- 
to the Persian Gulf. The first river, Pison, is per- 
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haps, that which, according to modern maps, 
branches outfrom the Euphrates at Bassa, above 
30 deg. N. lat. and falls into the Persian Gulf 
below lat. 27 deg. N. forming with the river Eu- 
phrates and the sea, what is called the isle of Chad- 
ar. ‘This may be Havilah, which this river thus 
encompasses, answering the description with great 
exactness. ‘This part of Arabia is famous for gold ; 
and pearl, which is supposed to be the bdellium 
mentioned in seripture, is also found in abundance 
in the Persian Gulf, by these who fish for it. The 
western coasts are no less famous for precious 
stones, ‘The second river Gihon is probably one 
of those rivers which fall into the Persian Gulf on 
the east side of it, but which itis difficult to deter- 
mine, from the imperfect representation given of 
them in our maps. According to this account, the 
third river, Hiddekel, now called Gorgus, had its 
rise in the east of Assyria, lat. 39 deg. N. and lon. 
50 deg. E. from London; and running a S. W. 
course about 460 miles, fails into the Tigris at Se- 
leucia, in lat. 35 deg. N. and in Jon. 4% deg. E. 
From Seleucia, the ‘Tigris runsa S. E. course, and 
falls into the Persian Gulf, as do the other rivers 
mentioned in this deseription. The fourth river, 
Euphrates, was, and is so well known, that the sa- 
cred writer contented himself with the bare men¢ 
tion of its name. ‘This is asserted to be conforma- 
ble to the Mosaical deseription of these rivers, 
which discharged themselves into the great * river, 
waich went out of Eden to water the garden.” 
This river, in which allthe others were collected, 
one would think, could not faii of being well known ; 
and, above all the rest, might be thought to merit 
description; but we do not find any; nor is it said 
what became of it after it went to water the gar- 
den, nor whither it bent its course. This we can- 
not account for, unless we suppose it to have been 
lest, together with the garden which it watered ; 
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and where could they have been lost, but in the 
Persian Gulf? ‘This was perhaps one of the effects 
of the universal deluge.* 

But whether the terrestrial paradise is to be 
sought in Syria, Armenia, India, or in the Persian 
Gulf, it seems necessary to remember, that the ce- 
lestial paradise is appointed by the Divine Being, 
as the abode of pure spirits and the seat of eternal 
blessedness, ‘That is the mansion where true hap- 
piness abounds, and unto that, let the pilgrims of 
Jesus direct their yiews. Our earthly Eden has 
been forfeited and lust by sin, but God, in his great 
mercy, has prepared another, far more glorious, to 
which he now invites the fallen race. It is not to 
be found in this world of sin and sorrow, but lies 
beyond the dominions of death ; which makes it an 
inestimable privilege to die. 

— --“ Death,” says Dr. Young, “ is the erown of life ; 
* Were death deni’d, poor man would live in vain; 

“ Were death deni’d, to live would not be life ; 

& Were death deni’d, even fools would wish to die. 

“ Death wounds to cure: we fall, we rise, we reign ! 
“ Spring from our fetters; fasten in the skies 

* Where blooming Zden withers in our sight. 

* Death gives us more than was in £den lost ; 

“ This King of Terrors is the Prince of Peace. 
When shall I die to vanity, pain, death? 

* When shall I die When shall I live forever ?” 
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ENVY, 
Personified by Ovid, and translated by Addison. 


A POISONOUS morsel in her teeth she chew’d, 
And gorg’d the flesh of vipers for her food, 
The goddess loathing, turn’d away her eye, 
The hideous monster rising heavily; 
Came stalking forward with a sullen pace, 


*Wood’s Dictionary of the Bibls. 
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And feft her mangled offais on the place. 

Soon as she saw the goddess gay and brignt, 
She fetch’d a groan at such a cheerful sight ; 
Livid and meagre were her looks, her eye, 

In foul distorted glances turn’d awry : 

A hoard of gall her inward parts possess’d, 

And spread a greenness on her canker’d breast ; 
Her teeth were brown with rust, and from her tongue 
in dangling drops the stringy poison hung. 

She never smiles but when the wretched weep, 
Nor lulls her malice with a moment’s sleep ; 
Restless in spite while watchful to destroy, 

She pines and sickens at another’s joy : 

Foe to herself, distressing and distress’d, 

She bears her ewn tormentor in her breast. 


ao ne 


Infants in Hell not a span long / 


THIS horrid doctrine, which represents the Dé. 


vine Being as a cruel tyrant, has no foundation in 
scripture, and would never be believed by enlight- 
ened people, if it were not that many are early 
taught that it is true, and must be supported. The 
doctrine originated among the unenlighten 1 pa- 
gans ; and it is probable that its votarics derived it 
from the 6th book of Virgti’s A‘neis, where the 
poet represents his hero as visiting the infernal a- 
bodes, the first opening of which he deseribes as 
resounding with the loud wailings of infants. 

“ Continuo audite voces, vagitus et ingens, 

“ infantumque anime flentes in limine prime ; 

“ Quos dulcis vite exsortes, ct ab ubere raptos, 

“ Abstulit atra cies, et funere mersit acerbo.” 


TRANSLATION. 


“ Forthwith are heard voices, loud wailings, and weep- 
ing ghests of infants in the first opening of the gate ; 
whom, bereaved of sweet life out of the course of na- 
ture, and snatched from the breast, a black day cut off, 
and buried in an untimely grave.” Davidson, 
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Thus it appears, that this shocking idea, which is 
ealculated only to dishonor God, had its souree, not 
in the seriptures, butin the traditions of poor pa- 
ganism. ‘That unenlightened pagans should believe 
infants are damned, is not the most surprising ; be- 
cause they generally supposed the way to heaven 
and happiness led through the shades of hell; and 
that ali must suffer a time in those shades, before 
they could be admitted into the regions of felicity. 
But that the professed disciples of Jesus Christ 
should hold and propagate such a sentiment, is tru- 
ly astonishing. Our blessed Saviour says in Mait, 
xix. 44: Suffer litile children, and forbid them not, 
to come unto me; for of suchis the kingdom of 
heaven : The same is repeated i in Mark and i in Luke, 

and the seriptures contain many passages of a sim- 
Uarnature. It is alsoobservable, that not a pas- 
sage can be found in all the scriptures, which gives 
the least intimation that those who die in infancy 
are not saved, 

‘The question will probably be asked, * Are not 
infants naturally unfit for the kingdom of heaven ?”* 
We answer, they are, by nature, totally unfit ; and 
that without a change, they ean never be admitted 
there. Butas Christ has beeome a propitiation for 
them as well as for others, the virtue of his merit 
is sufficient to cleanse them from impurity, and 
make them subjects of eternal bliss. And when he 
sees fit to take them to himself before they come to 
the knowledge of good and evil, he wasiics them in 
the laver of regeneration, and thus saves them. 
This is perfectly consistent with right reason, with 
scripture, and with the justice and mercy ofa good 
God. It is not consistent with cruel tyranny, with 
Paganism, nor with Hopkinsianism ; but as the 
light of the gospel increases, those systems will 
vanish away, and be sueceeded by the truth. 
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THE triumphant death and testimony of Mrs. Dorothy 
Johnson, of Vienna, Maine, who died April 7th, 
1814. 

SHE professed faith in Christ when about seven- 
teen years of age, and joined the Methodist church, 
in which she continued a faithful member, until 
she was about 37 years of age, when she was cal- 
Jed into membership with the church triumphant 
at God’s right hand. 

On the morning before her departure, after se- 
vere distress of body, the glorious light, whieh was 
the dawn of eternal brightness, broke into her soul, 
which enabled her to evidence the advantages of a 
holy life, to the satisfaction of her friends, who had 
witnessed the evenness of her temper and faithful- 
ness in christian duties, throughout the whole 
course of her christian experience ; and more es- 
pecially, during a few days before her death. 

The joy and composure that appeared in her 
countenance when struck with death, was expres- 
sive of the divine fulness she enjoyed, and plain- 
jy proved that, though happy in life, she was 
more abundantly so when near the happy port and 
entertained with its wonders. The first that she 
was heard to utter while entering into this heaven- 
ly frame of mind, was“ trust in the Lord,for I shall 
yet praise him.” She then broke out in raptures, 
calling upon all present to praise the Lord. She 
scemed to wonder that they were no more employ- 
ed inthis blessed theme. She then added, “ Fear 
not, little flock, for itis your father’s good pleasure 
to give you the kingdom.” 

“ Shout ye little flock and bless, 

“ You in Jesus’ arms shall rest ; 

“ There your seat is now prepar’d, 

“ Chere’s your kingdom and reward.” 

“ Ohow thankful Lam, that I sought religion 
in my youthful days ; yet I have to mourn that I sat 
out no sooner.’—EHer companion came to her bed- 
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side and expressed that hiscup was mingled with J 
sorrow. She answered, * you must glory in tribu. 
Jation,’”?” ‘The persons present then kneeled down 
by the bed-side with tears of mingled sorrow and 
joy, for the purpose of prayer; during which, 
her dying expressions seemed to approve every sen- 
tence that was uttered. After this, she used her 
faultering voice to the utmost of her strength, and 
elapping her hands, cried out, 

“ Jesus can make a dying bed, 

‘s Feel soft as downy pillows are, 

“ While on his breast I leanmy head, 

‘ And breath my life out sweetly there.” 
She then added, ** O how happy I feel! I bless God, 
there is no deception in love ; I feel more than I ean 
express.” 

“ 7’ll praise my Maker while I’ve breath, 

«“ And when my voice is lost in death, 

“‘ Praise shall employ my nobler powers ; 

“My days of praise shall ne’er be past, 

“ While life and thought and being last, 

“ Or immortality endures.” 
Fhus she expired in the arms of the Saviour, 
breathing out her soul te God in a holy triumph. 
It appeared, that before this remarkable manifes- 
tation, she had eoncluded this was to be her last 
sickness ; and accordingly discharged her duty to 
her children, by exhorting them each to seek relig- 
ion, informing them that they should never want 
for any good, if they would seek first the kingdom 
of heaven. She also spake in a similar manner to 
all in the house. Thus having finished her work, 
and ended her suffering, she came at length to the 
entrance of the dark valley, where she took her up- 
ward flight to the city of the blessed, and was ad- 


mitted into the joy of her Lord. 
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Book of Job. 


SEVERAL circumstances coneur to make it 
probable, that this is the most ancient book in the 
yorid. That it was written after the destruction 
ef Sodom, is evident from its mentioning that event 
as well as the deluge ; and as it makes no mention 
of the passage of the Hebrews through the Red 
Sea, the destruction of the Egyptians, and the law 
given at Sinai, it appears evident that it was written 
srior to any of those events: of course it must have 
been written near the days of the patriarchs. Eli- 
phaz, Job’s aged friend, being a'Temanite, is sup- 
osed to have beena grand-child of Esau: if so, 
Job’s afflictions happened while the Israelites were 
in Egypt, and the book was written before Moses, 
through whose hands the Jews must have received 
it; asthey have always acknowledged its authority, 
know no later reception of it, and would probably 
received a Gentile book from no other hand.* 

As it would have been great self-commendation 
in Job to have written the book himself, it is most 
likely to have been written by Elihu, whose age, 
knowledge, and presence as a speetator, seem to 
have qualified him for the work. Some have as- 
cribed the writing of it to Moses,but the style being 

different from that of the Pentateuch, every argu- 
ment that proves Moses wrote the Pentateuch, 


) proves that he did not write this. 


‘ The original language ofthe book of Job is 
Hebrew, but blended with many Arabic and €hal!- 
dee expressions, and peculiar turns, not unusual in 
Hebrew, which causes the obsenrity and diffieulty 
of this book ; but perhaps it was the language of che 
Arabs in thosedays. It is said to be written in verse, 


_ but unconfined to any particular measure,the beauty of 


the verse consisting principally in noble expressions, 





* See Dr, Wilson’s Introduction to the Hebrew lan- 
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bold and sublime thoughts, lively emotions, fine des. 
eriptions, witha great variety of characters. So 
that there is not in all antiquity to be found a 
pieee of poetry more eopious, more lofty, more di. @ 
versified, more adorned, or more affecting than Him 
this.” * 


Dc etc. 
On the vanity of human wishes. 


ON what foundation stands the warrior’s pride, 
How just his hopes, let Swedish Charles decide ; 
A frame of adamant, a soul of fire, 

No dangers fright him, and no labors tire ; 
©’er love, o’er fear, extends his wide domain, 
Unconguer’d lord of pleasure and of pain: 
No joys to him pacific sceptres yield, 
Wear sounds the trump, he rushes to the field; 
Behold surrounding kings their power combine, 
And one capitulate, and one resign ; 
Peace courts his hand, but spreads her charms in vain; 
« Think nothing gain’d” he cries, “ till naught remain, 
“ On Moscow’s walls till Gothic standards fly, 
“ On all be mine beneath the polar sky.” 
The march begins in military state, 
And nations on his eye suspended wait ; 
Stern famine guards the solitary coast, 
And winter barricades the realms of frost ; 
He comes, nor want nor cold his course delay ;-—~ 
Hide blushing glory, hide Pultowa’s day ! 
The vanquish’d hero quits his broken bands, 
And shows his miseries in distant lands ; 

- ‘His fall was destin’d to a barren strand, 
A petty fortress and a dubious hand ! 
He left a name, at which the world grew pale, 
To point a moral or adorn a tale. 


nel 


* Wood’s Dietionary of the Bible. 











